
Muslim Voices  
The notion that religion can be practiced freely in America is something taught in American schools, yet the reality of the lived experience is an interesting 
discussion and the book, Muslim Voices in School speaks in the voice of many Muslims about a vast array of personal experiences.  

Such a discussion gives rise to the need for knowledge and understanding of Quran, Islam and Muslims in order to enhance the lived experiences reported 
by some Muslims about their school life. 

A Winner! 
“Muslim Voices in School” was chosen for the 2010 Phillip C. Chinn award at the National Association of 
Multicultural Education annual Conference. 

 

UPDATE! Second Edition is now in the works. Available soon. 

 



Available on: 

• Amazon.ca 
• Amazon.com 
• Publisher Sense 

The need for research about the Muslim student and schools in the west has been paramount.  

This book is part of a series published by Sense Publishers.  

The series: Transgressions: Cultural Studies and Education is edited by Shirley Steinberg of McGill University in Canada and the late Joe Kincheloe 
also of McGill University in Canada. 

This book contains chapters by Muslim researchers who were invited to share their research and is a collection of readable, accessible, compelling, varied, 
voiced, passionate, real, textured, multi-faceted, hybrid, fearless, fearful, cautious, bold, modest, and inspired accounts of living Islam in relation to mainstream 
schooling in the West. The book helps to make the diverse experiences of Muslim students (from elementary through university, student through professor) both 
contextual and complex. The politics and education about Islam, Muslims, Arabs, Turks, Iranians and all that is associated with the West’s popular imagination 
of the monolithic “Middle-East” has long been framed within problematics. The goal of this book is to push back against the reductive mainstream narratives told 
about Muslim and Middle Eastern heritage students for generations if not centuries, in mainstream schools. The chapters are each authored by Muslim-
acculturated scholars. This book will be of interest to teachers, administrators, students and scholars. As well, the content is suited to fields of study including 
ethnic studies, critical multicultural education, anti-oppression approaches to education, curriculum studies, social issues in education, social contexts of 
education, and qualitative research in education. 

Dr. Seema Imam began the research for the chapter “Separation of What and State” in 1998 without realizing it. For Dr. Imam, there was nothing harder to listen 
to than the labeling of a faith community as terrorist community. As the research began to look at the public curriculum or mass media, many realizations came 
to light. The Muslims consume the mass media public curriculum like everyone else, and it takes its toll. This research revealed the essence of the lived 
experiences. What is it like living in the midst of the negative public curriculum? The data was collected through in-depth interviewing. Post 9-11 focus groups 
of parents were convened to discuss their children’s experiences with pubic schooling. All that was just the beginning. Since then there have been many 
presentations, more research and efforts to create resource materials to help public schools work with all students through a better understanding of differences. 
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REVIEWS 

SEPTEMBER 2010:  
MVS is the WINNER! of the National Association for Multicultural Education’s 2010 Philip C. Chinn book award! 

AUGUST 2010:  
Teaching Tolerance is one of the most respected and well-known equity communities for educators. They have recently posted a link to MVS in their 
Professional Development resources section. 

From the review:  
“Provides a much-needed collection about Muslim student experiences in Western schools. Each chapter ends with meaningful discussion questions and 
extension activities for teachers. This is a true handbook for educators.” 

JULY 2010:  
Really excited and honoured that MVS has been nominated for the National Association for Multicultural Education’s 2010 Philip C. Chinn book award. 

MAY 2010:  
From the review:  
“The narratives in Muslim Voices in Schools have authenticity and readability because most [sic: all] of the authors are Muslim-acculturated scholars... As 
pedagogical tools, the discussion questions and extension activities accompanying each chapter are priceless.” 



 

Source: Center for Multicultural Education, College of Education, University of Washington 



APRIL 21, 2010: 
From the review: 
“the book highlights the role educators play in the lives of their students and sheds light on the importance of understanding how youth identity is shaped and 
influenced by what takes place outside of formal schooling... The book is organized chronologically from elementary through university experiences of Muslim 
students” 

 
Click to read full review. 

   

 

 
	  


